
Accountability Framework in 
Humanitarian WASH Response

…
The WASH Cluster in Somalia



The Humanitarian Situation
• Ongoing armed conflict and access 

constraints

• Food security is not expected to improve 

through the end of 2017

• 6.7 million people in need of humanitarian 

assistance - 11% of the world caseload

• 1.4 million children under-5 acutely 

malnourished

• 1.1 million of IDPs in urban areas in 

deplorable conditions

• 72.000 cumulative AWD/cholera cases 

reported in 2017

WASH sector



The WASH Sector
Drinking water Sanitation Hygiene

*No safely managed estimate available
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45% no access to Safe Water 30% open defecation 90% with no soap



The WASH Cluster

1. Focus on the most vulnerable people

2. Improve the gender aspects

3. Close coordination with other clusters

3 strategic pillars



Ten priorities

1. Participation Somalia initial rapid needs assessments exercises

2. Quick repairs, provision of fuel and/or spare parts to boreholes or shallow wells

3. Provision of water vouchers and distribution of household water treatment products

4. Rehabilitation of communal berkhads coupled with sustained household water treatment

5. Rehabilitation of existing strategic water points supported by sustained management structures

6. Construction of emergency latrines and latrine desludging programmes

7. Development of “access to sanitation programs” targeting schools, health or nutrition centres

8. Dissemination of messages and better practices, focusing on key messages for disease control

9. Distribution of hygiene kit to promote hygiene in emergencies

10. Solid waste management (clean-up and educational campaigns)



WASH Cluster Governance

• Mirror the National Structure

• Involves National and Sub-

National Entities

• Involves National NGOs



Standards and up-to-date Guidelines



Coverage

Who 
What

Where
When

for Whom



From Response Monitoring… 



• Of the $111.6 million WASH cluster requirements, only 28 per cent 
has been received, leaving a gap of $80.4 million. This has affected 
the effective delivery of services.

• Additional funding - around $20 million of the funding gap of $80.4 
million - is urgently needed to contain the AWD/cholera outbreak.

• Scaled up response through 2017 will be necessary to prevent a 
deterioration of the food security situation that could result in a 
possible famine (IPC phase 5) in the worst affected areas.

…To Gap Analysis and Advocacy



Challenges

Affected 
Communities

& People 

1. The humanitarian response is 

appropriate and relevant

• Participation of the 

affected communities

• Quality of the WASH 

response

• Predictability of funding       



Bridging Humanitarian and Development



Thank you !


